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Church of Saint Philip Neri 
Pennsburg, PA 18073 
December 11, 2016 

 
 
 
 

Rev. Robert A. Roncase, Pastor 

Rev. Raymond W. Smart, retired; resident 

Deacon Michael J. Franks  

Deacon Mark J. Meinzer, Business Manager 
Rev. Edmond J. Speitel, Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. John J. Scarcia, Retired Pastor 

Shirley Misiak, Office Manager 

Catherine E. Faust, Director of Music 

Wendy Benner, Coordinator of PREP/Religious ED 

Tom Dewees, Director Catholic Family Life Center 
Anita Fuhs, Youth Minister 

Sister Patricia Kelly, M.S.B.T., Parish Outreach 

 
Parish Phone Numbers: 
Rectory             215.679.9275 
Youth Ministry                267.733.2572 
Religious Education/PREP         215.679.7839 
Catholic Family Life Center          215.679.2237 
Parish Hall                   215.679.8116 
Parish Outreach                             215.679.2282 
 
 

Fax Numbers: 
Rectory         215.679.0386 
Religious Education/PREP          215.679.8370 
Catholic Family Life Center        215.679.8370 

 
Church & Rectory Address: 
 1325 Klinerd Rd; Pennsburg 18073 
Hours:                       9:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
Email Address:          ofcmgr@spnparish.org 
Website Address:         www.spnparish.org 

 

Religious Education Office address & hours: 
26 E. Sixth Street, East Greenville, PA 18041 
Monday & Friday:                 Offices are closed 
Tuesday & Thursday:            8:00 am – 4:00 pm 
Wednesday:                          12:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

Email address:                      prep@spnparish.org 
 
Neri Center Address 
575 Main Street, East Greenville, PA 18041 

 

Catholic Family Life Center Address 
26 E. Sixth Street, East Greenville, PA 18041 
Email address:            tdewees@spncflc.org 
Website Address: www.catholicfamilylifecenter.com 
 

Youth Ministry Office hours: (East Greenville)  
Tuesday & Thursday:              9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Wednesday:             2:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

Email address:      youthministry@spnparish.org      
                                                  

ROSARY: Prayed in the Chapel 
Saturday after the 9:00 AM Mass  
Monday at 1:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
1st Friday from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM in the Chapel, 

 followed by Benediction. 

 

FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS 
For a floral arrangement to be placed at the altar, 

please call the rectory. 

 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
 Saturday – Vigil Mass – 5:00 PM 

 Sunday – 7:30 AM; 10:00 AM; 5:00 PM 

Holy Day Masses as announced 

 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE - St. Anne Chapel  
The Chapel is open Monday thru Saturday until 
7:00 PM for your visits to the Blessed Sacrament.   

 

Daily Mass is celebrated in the 

Chapel attached to the rectory: 

Monday - 5:00 PM 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday - 8:00 AM 

Saturday - 9:00 AM 

 

CONFESSIONS 
Saturdays:  4:00 – 4:45 PM  
Sunday:  9:15 - 9:45 AM; 4:15 - 4:45 PM or: 

at the Rectory BY APPOINTMENT anytime. 

 

BAPTISMS:  Please call the Rectory to schedule 

2nd Sunday Baptisms are held at the 10 AM Mass 

3rd Sunday Baptisms are held at 11:30 AM 

 

SPONSORS: Sponsors for Baptism and Confirmation 

need to be at least 16 years of age, to be confirmed, 

attend Mass weekly, and if married, be in a valid 

marriage. 

 

PRE-JORDAN CLASSES 
 Call the rectory office to schedule. 

 

MARRIAGES 
 Arrangements should be made at least SIX 

 MONTHS before the date of the wedding. 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to your new home!   

Please stop by or call  the rectory between 9:00 am - 

4:00 pm to fill out a registration card.   

 

SHUT-INS 
Please call the Parish Outreach Office. 

 

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Please call the Rectory. 

mailto:spnofc@comcast.net
http://www.spnparish.org/
mailto:spncflc@comcast.net
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OUR PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
We are the Catholic Parish Community of St. 
Philip Neri, answering Christ's call to 
discipleship through Word, Sacrament and 
Service.  We proclaim God's hope and love to all. 
 

SAINT PHILIP NERI CATHOLIC CHURCH 

1325 KLINERD ROAD 

PENNSBURG, PA 

CHRISTMAS MASSES: 
 

Christmas Eve, December 24th: 

5:00 PM 
8:00 PM 

10:00 PM 
 

Christmas Day, December 25th: 

9:00 AM 
 

Vigil Masses: December 31st: 

9:00 AM 
5:00 PM 

 
January 1st: 

 Mary, Holy Mother of God 

7:30 AM 
10:00 AM 

 
We wish you a Blessed Christmas 

and a Holy New Year! 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

CHRISTMAS CONFESSIONS 
On Wednesday, December 21st Fr. Roncase and 
Fr. Smart will be hearing Confessions from 7 PM 
to 8:30 PM in Church and also on Thursday, 
December 22nd from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM in 
Church. 
 
DECORATING the CHURCH for CHRISTMAS 

We will decorate the Church for Christmas only, 
Friday, December 23rd at 6:00 PM.  Pizza will be 
provided.  
 
Everyone is welcome to come out and join in on 
the fun; so mark your calendar and save the 
date! 

 

 

 

Serving at Mass   Dec. 18 

Extraordinary Ministers  Lectors 

 
5:00 pm - Locke Highleyman  C. Highleyman 

      Janet Kendra  

      Priest 

      Deacon 

      Marci Jaman 

      Barbara Jaruszewski 
 

7:30 am - Maureen Moser  J. Gilmore 

      Paul Moser   T. Gilmore 

      Priest 

      Deacon 
      Chuck Rodgers 

      Mary Weber 

 

10:00 am - Marianne Peters  Eileen Koch 

        Terry Quatrani  M. Gehringer 

        Priest 
        Deacon 

        Alicia Tryon 

        Ed Tryon 

 

5:00 pm -  Sharon Shaak  TBD 
       Priest 

       Deacon 

       Alice Swift 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

December 11, 2016 

Monday, December 12, Our Lady of Guadalupe 

9:00 am - 5:00 pm - Adoration in Chapel 

5:00 pm - For all those enrolled in the 

                Memorial Society. 

                                

Tuesday, December 13, Saint Lucy 

8:00 am - Joe Kaiser, (Gloria Kaiser) 

9:00 am - 7:00 pm - Adoration in the Chapel 

                

Wednesday, December 14, Saint John of the Cross 
8:00 am - Helen Burke, (Joan & Ed Lampart) 

9:00 am - 7:00 pm - Adoration in the Chapel 

 

Thursday, December 15 

9:00 am - 7:00 pm - Adoration in the Chapel 

8:00 am - Paul & Vera Fronheiser, (Estate) 

 

Friday, December 16 

8:00 am - Rachael Henry, (Cias family) 

9:00 am - 7:00 pm - Adoration in the Chapel 

               

Saturday, December 17 

10:00 am - 4:00 pm - Adoration in the Chapel 

9:00 am - Eighth Anniversary, Noreen Bauer 
                (Tony Bauer) 

5:00 pm - Stella Cias, (the Family) 
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

December 18, 2016 

7:30 am - Stephen & Anna Cichocki 

                (Bob & Sylvia Cichocki) 

10:00 am - Edwin John, (Joyce John) 

5:00 pm - Charles, Chip & Chris Lineman, 

                (Mary Lineman) 

 

WE INVITE YOUR PRAYERS 
For the sick, those in hospitals, nursing homes, 
also for their caregivers; and all those we hold 
close in our hearts. 
 
Please pray in particular for:  
Mary Felicia Iski, Darrin Kelly, Jim Kline, 
Michael Quigley. 
 
For those who have died, and in particular for, 
Edward Cantelmi, and F. James Monahan, 

grant them eternal rest and peace. 

 

DECEMBER: 

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 

Monday – December 12 
Adoration in the Chapel: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Pastoral Council Meeting                7:00 pm Parish Hall 
Prayer Shawl Ministry                  7:00 pm Neri Center        

   

Tuesday – December 13 

Adoration in the Chapel: 9:00 am - 7:00 pm 
Boy Scouts                                7:00 pm Parish Hall 

                           

Wednesday – December 14 
Adoration in the Chapel: 9:00 am - 7:00 pm 
PREP/Religious Education              6:30 pm CFLC  
SPN Senior Club Gathering           11:30 am Parish Hall 

           

Thursday, December 15 
Adoration in the Chapel:  9:00 am - 7:00 pm 
RCIA                    6:30 pm Rectory 

 

Friday - December 16 
Adoration in the Chapel:   9:00 am - 7:00 pm  
Frontier Girls:  Christmas Craft Night and 

                        Cookie Exchange    7:00 pm Parish Hall         

 

Saturday - December 17 
Adoration in the Chapel: 10:00 am - 4:00 pm   

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 18 
Children's Liturgy of the Word at 10:00 am Mass 
Little Church                                10:00 am Parish Hall: 
  Pageant/Christmas Reception 
Men's Basketball                  8:00 pm Parish Hall 
Youth Ministry Christmas Party      5:30 pm Parish Hall 

 

 

PARISH NEWS 

 

SPN AT LARGE PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
SPN Parish Council At-Large Members welcome 
any questions or comments you may have. 
 
Tony Bauer: ajbauer337@gmail.com 
 
Ray Carr: bigdaddy2530@gmail.com 
 
Matthew Fuhs: matthew.fuhs@comcast.net 
 
Karen Katrinak: karenkat1@verizon.net 
 
Bill Robinson: wcrobinson2@hotmail.com 
 
Theresa Walker: cheg1978@comcast.net 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS 
 

December 6, 2015    December 4, 2016 
Envelopes:   $  6,149.50        $  6,588.00 
Online:            1,702.00            1,842.00 
Loose:              1,426.00           1,599.00 
Children:              12.00                18.00 
Total:           $  9,289.50        $10,047.00 
 
Religious Retirement:   $     952.00 

 

ONLINE GIVING 
Go green with St. Philip Neri Church by signing 
up for Online Giving.   

This is a secure and personalized way of giving 
to the Parish. 
You have the option to keep receiving your 

regular offering envelope packets if you wish.   

 

Special Second Collections: 
December 2016 

For those who do not receive Sunday collection 
envelopes or if you are an On-Line giver, the 
following special collections are:  
Christmas Flowers; Immaculate Conception; 

Christmas and 100th Anniversary. 

 

SCRIP 
Don't forget to order SCRIP for Christmas!  
Special Order Forms are in the Bulletin or you 
can just stop over at the SCRIP table after Mass.  
Christmas orders are due by Tuesday, December 
13th. 
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THE GIFT OF LOVE TREE IS HERE! 
The Gift of Love Tree is now set up in the 
Sanctuary of the Church. If you wish to 
participate, take a tag from the Tree, purchase 
item described, affix tag, and return as soon as 
possible.   
 
REMINDER: 
Gifts are to be returned by Tuesday, December 
13.  Please attach the tag to the gift and DO NOT 
wrap the present.  Presents can be placed in gift 
bags with tags attached. The gifts will benefit 
Birthright in Pottstown; St. Mary Franciscan 
Shelter, and A Baby's Breath in Collegeville.  

 

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS: 2016 
Any parishioner requesting a copy of their 
Contribution Statement for 2016, is asked to call 
the rectory office between 10:00 am & 4:00 pm 
or email to: ofcmgr@spnparish.org.   
Statements are mailed upon request only. 

 

Give a St. Philip Neri Memorial Gift! 
For a donation of $35 or more, there is a 
beautiful Folder recording the gift and donor to 
be presented to the family.  
 
In memory of Geraldine Breslin; requested by: 
Pete and Linda Frank. 
 
In memory of Pete Emmell on his Fifth 
Anniversary; requested by his wife, LaRue. 
 
In memory of Francine Moore; requested by: 
The McCausland family. 
 
We also have Living Memorials for those special 

occasions in life. 

 

Saint Philip Neri, East Greenville 

STUDENTS EXCEL AT: 

Pope John Paul II High School 

Our parish recently received notification of the 
performance of our High School Students on the 
First Quarter Report.   
 
We are particularly proud of those who 
demonstrated academic excellence! 
 
Students who achieved First Honors include: 

Ian Stephens '17 & Thomas Heibeck '19. 

 

 

St. Philip Neri Church 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA! 

All-You-Can-Eat Buffet 

today . . . December 11th 

7AM - 12:30 PM 

215.679.8116 

Santa Claus will be here from 9AM-12PM! 
Be sure to bring your cameras. 

 

Scrambled eggs . bacon . sausage 

scrapple. chipped beef. 

Home fried potatoes  

Pancakes (plain and a specialty) 

 cereal . toast  

Milk . coffee . hot tea . 3 juices 

Omelette Station: prepared to order - always 
with a minimum of 4 different ingredients. 
 
Make your own Waffles:  
Fix'n Bar: yogurt, granola, fresh fruit 
 
Homemade Baked Goods & Egg Rolls for sale! 

 
For every 100 sold breakfasts, one FREE will be 
given away!  
 
Chance for 2 FREE Gift Baskets: Gift cards and 
goodies! 
FREE DRAWING FOR EVERY CUSTOMER! 
 
Basket #1:  18 years & older 
Basket #2:  18 years & younger 
 
  

Seniors (60 & up):   $8.00    

Adults (11-60)         $9.00   

Ages 4-11:               $5.00 

4 & under:               $1.00 

checks & major credit cards are accepted. 

 

SPN YOUTH MINISTRY 
Just a reminder that the Youth Ministry will be 
selling Luminaries next weekend (December 

17/18) before and after all Masses. 
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ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS 

 

Vocation Office for Diocesan Priesthood 

Is God calling you to be a Priest? 
www.HeedtheCall.org. 
 

CatholicPhilly.com 

Stay informed, educated and inspired by visiting 
CatholicPhilly.com every day. 
Discover Catholic news, photos, videos and 
columns on Catholic Life and Spirituality. 
Help CatholicPhilly.com spread the Good News 
by becoming our fan on Facebook and following 

us on Twitter. 

 

ARCHDIOCESE of PHILADELPHIA 

Office for the New Evangelization 

Ninth Annual Men's Spirituality Conference - 
March 4, 2017 at St. Joseph University Hagan 
Arena; the men of your parish are invited to join 
Catholic Men from throughout the Archdiocese 
for the 9th Annual Archdiocesan Men's 
Spirituality Conference. Speaker's include 
EWTN's Dr. Marcellino D'Ambrosio, inspirational 
Speaker, Kevin Reilly, former Philadelphia Eagle 
whose career was ended by a rare cancer that 
led to the removal of his left arm, and Damon 
Owens, directory of JoyTOB and international 
Speaker on the Theology of the Body.  Acclaimed 
Irish Tenor, Mark Forrest, will provide 
inspirational accompanient during a special 
directed Eucharistic Adoration. 
 
Register now and save $10 (Early Bird Special) 
at:  manupphilly.com. 

 

AREA NEWS 

 

METANOIA YOUNG ADULTS: EVENTS 
Tuesday, December 13: Bible Study at Corpus 
Christi Parish, Lansdale, 7:30pm 
 
Tuesday, December 20: Theology on Tap at 
Appalachian Brewing Company, Collegeville, 
7:30pm (If you wish to eat dinner beforehand 
please arrive at 7pm) 
 
Tuesday, December 27: Holy Hour @ Mary, 
Mother of the Redeemer Parish, North Wales, 
7:30pm 
 

INFO: metanoiayoungadults@gmail.com 

"Pro-Life Articles": 
 
Abortion, Poverty and Social Ills: 
 
Prior to 1973, abortion advocates argued that if 
abortion was legalized, the reduction in 
"unwanted children" would result in a dramatic 
reduction in poverty, child abuse and other 
social ills.  This, of course, never materialized.  
On the contrary, poverty today is at record levels 
and child abuse has literally skyrocketed since 
1973 (as the value of life has been severely 
undermined). 
 
Abortion discriminates against the poor: 
 
Margaret Sanger, founder of International 
Planned Parenthood, the world's largest abortion 
provider, was a proponent of eugenics.  She 
believed in eliminating the poor and minority 
communities in America through contraception 
and sterilization. For example, she argued in 
1922 that "all our problems are the result of 
over-breeding among the working classes." 
(Cited by Steve Mosher and Michael W. Bird in 
their review of Margaret Sanger's, The Pivot of 
Civilisation). 
 
And today, Planned Parenthood continues to 
target those very communities with abortion 
services (though they contend that this has 
nothing to do with eugenics).  A very high 
percentage of Planned Parenthood abortion mills 
are located in poor and minority communities. 
It's no wonder that although abortions have 
decreased in America over the last few years, 
Planned Parenthood's abortion numbers 
continue to go up. 
 
Planned Parenthood has argued that abortion is 
"cost effective" because "for every $1.00 spent by 
government to pay for abortions for poor women, 
about $4.00 is saved in public medical and 
welfare expenditures incurred as a result of an 
unintended birth." (Bad Science in the Service of 
a Lethally Racist Ideology, Angela Franz. Cited 
on the nrlc.org website). 
 
The truth is that abortion and the promiscuous 
society that it encourages results in increased 
poverty and other social ills.  The "sex without 
consequences" mentality leads to one-parent 
families, a breakdown in the family unit and all 
the adverse social consequences that this 
entails. 
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Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and 

grow—a day at a time. 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2016 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT; GAUDETE SUNDAY 

Joyful anticipation 

Gaudete is Latin for “Rejoice!” The church tells us to 

rejoice, but not in a be-happy-on-demand kind of way. 

Advent gives you a reason to be joyful, as you are when 

you know that someone who deeply loves you is on her 

or his way. It is anticipation; it is hope that comes from 

trusting that the promises of God will be fulfilled. Is 

there a promise you need to fulfill, someone who is 

waiting for your visit, a phone call, a letter? Don’t wait 

until Christmas to bring someone joy—not with a 

material gift, but with a simple reminder that God is 

good. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10;  

James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 (7). “They will meet 

with joy and gladness, sorrow and mourning will 

flee.” 

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 12  

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 

Am I not here? 

When Mary appeared to Juan Diego on Tepeyak Hill on 

the outskirts of present-day Mexico City, she said to 

him, “Don’t be afraid. Am I, who am your Mother, not 

here?” She also said, “Know for certain that I am the 

perfect and perpetual Virgin Mary, Mother of the True 

God,” and she called him, “my little one.” Juan Diego 

was not a little boy—he was a grown man. Still he was 

Mary’s “little one.” Mary is our Mother. And if she is 

our Mother, why are we afraid? Seems so simple, yet for 

many it is a profound realization. And no matter how 

old we are, we are still Mary’s “little ones.” Spend some 

time with your Mother Mary and thank her for being 

with us. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Zechariah 2:14-17 or 

Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;  

Luke 1:26-38 or Luke 1:39-47 (690A). “Blessed is she 

who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his 

promises to her!” 

 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13  

MEMORIAL OF LUCY, VIRGIN, MARTYR 

Let your light shine 

In the darkness of these Advent days, Saint Lucy stands 

as a shining example of the gift of faith in this world. 

Martyred in fourth-century Italy after being outed as a 

Christian by a disappointed suitor, Lucy is one of only 

seven women included in the original Eucharistic 

Prayer. Said to have worn a crown of candles into the 

dark catacombs of Rome to serve the poor, Lucy 

reminds us that bringing light into the darkness of the 

world is a costly venture. Faith, though, calls us to shine 

bright, no matter the cost.  

TODAY’S READINGS: Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13; 

Matthew 21:28-32 (188). “I will leave as a remnant 

in your midst a people humble and lowly, who shall 

take refuge in the name of the Lord.”  

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14 

MEMORIAL OF JOHN OF THE CROSS, PRIEST, DOCTOR OF 

THE CHURCH 

Respect reformers 

John of the Cross is revered with one of the highest 

honors possible, named a “Doctor of the church” as a 

saint of particularly high importance. Yet during his life, 

a group of superiors from his own order who opposed 
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his visionary reforms forcibly imprisoned him and 

subjected him to cruel treatment and public lashings in 

front of his community. Perhaps as John sat in his cold, 

dark jail cell, Jesus’ line about prophets being honored 

except in their home town came to mind. Be slow to 

criticize modern-day reformers; perhaps they have a 

message we need to hear. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25; Luke 

7:18b-23 (189). “Are you the one who is to come, or 

should we look for another?”  

 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15  

ADVENT WEEKDAY 

Prophet-able thoughts 

Do you think about prophets like you do about fortune-

tellers? Prophets predict the future, right? Well, not in 

God’s world they don’t. God’s prophets have the job of 

making people aware that God wants to be first in 

everyone’s life. God has a call and an invitation for 

everyone. Today, when the temptation is to focus on the 

10 shopping days until Christmas, what do you think 

John the Baptist would say to call your attention to 

God’s presence in your daily life? In the eyes of God, 

what really matters on this Advent day? Ask today for 

the grace to see God’s presence around you. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 54:1-10; Luke 7:24-30 

(190). “I send my messenger ahead of you to prepare 

your way before you.” 

 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16  

ADVENT WEEKDAY 

Let your light shine 

Jesus told his followers not to hide their “lamp under a 

bushel.” But why would anyone shield their inner light? 

Perhaps we fear that we’re not worthy of the greatness 

of being a child of God, says author Marianne 

Williamson. “Your playing small doesn’t serve the 

world,” she writes. “There’s nothing enlightened about 

shrinking so that other people won’t feel insecure 

around you.” In her book, A Return to Love, she urges 

everyone to “make manifest the glory of God that is 

within us” and “give other people permission to do the 

same.” 

TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 56:1-3a, 6-8; John 5:33-

36 (191). “John was a burning and shining lamp.” 

 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17  

ADVENT WEEKDAY 

Cue the Magi 

The Magi begin their long trek across the East, and we’re 

glad to honor these Wise Men of old. But we need even 

more the wisdom of men and women of this generation, 

and every generation, to show us how to build a better 

world. The genealogy of Jesus contains a surprising list 

of who might contribute to history’s rescue from the 

ways of death. As we begin the days of the O Antiphons 

of the church, we pray: “O Wisdom of our God Most High, 

teach us the path of knowledge!” 

TODAY’S READINGS: Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Matthew 

1:1-17 (193) “The book of the genealogy of Jesus 

Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.” 
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SPN  SENIOR  CLUB CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2016 
11:30 AM - Parish Hall 

 

COME AND ENJOY  
THE SONGS OF THE CHRISTMAS SEASON 

BY THE SERAPHIMS  
FROM ST. MARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

 
 

 
 

IF YOU MISSED THE CHILDREN LAST YEAR  
YOU WILL NOT WANT TO MISS THEM THIS YEAR! 

 
 

Reservations were due december 9th . . . 
however, in case you forgot to do so: 

Call Rita Latshaw at 215.679.7009 
 
 

THE SUGGESTED OFFERING FOR THE LUNCH IS $5.00 PER PERSON 


